
A PLACE TO 
IMAGINE 

JULY 2016

The City of Norcross is throwing 
a pre-Fourth of July block party 
and you’re invited! Make your 
way to the heart of downtown 
historic Norcross on July 3 for 
food, fun and fireworks during 
the 2016 edition of Red, White 
& BOOM! The good times start 
with a bang at 5 p.m. with bounce 
houses (nominal fee), festive 
face painting and an assortment 
of food vendors. Stroll the city 
sidewalks to find Norcross’ 
eclectic collection of shops and 

restaurants, dance in the park to tunes spun by the DJ from 5:30-9:30 
p.m., or snag a spot on the lawn at Lillian Webb Park for a picnic and 
mingle with friends before the fireworks light up the night sky. For those 
looking to continue the fun and celebration, head over to one of Norcross’ 
local hotspots for live music and libations.

Please note: Absolutely no shade structures (tents or umbrellas) are 
allowed and will have to be dismantled. ADA parking will be available 
at City Hall (65 Lawrenceville Street) and Bostic Street. City staff will be 
available to transport seniors or anyone needing assistance that day via 
golf carts at each of the respective parking locations. A shuttle will also 
run continuously from the Norcross First United Methodist Church, 2500 
Beaver Ruin Road and New Hope Christian Church, 1982 Old 
Norcross Rd.
 
The Scoop:
Time: 5 - 10 p.m. (fireworks around 9:25 p.m.) 

Location: All of downtown Norcross; Kidzone will be in Thrasher park, DJ/
band in Lillian Webb Park, artist vendors will be stationed downtown and 
food trucks can be found at Lillian Webb Park

Mayor: Bucky Johnson • Mayor Pro Tem: Craig Newton 
City Council: Andrew Hixson, David McLeroy, Josh Bare, Pierre Levy 
City Manager: Rudolph Smith • City Clerk: Monique Lang

City Hall: 65 Lawrenceville Street, Norcross, GA 
30071 Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

770.448.2122 | Fax: 770.242.082

NORCROSS TO CELEBRATE AMERICA WITH RED, WHITE & BOOM! EVENT ON JULY 3



As a resident of the well-traversed 
Cochran Drive, I have the greatest 
form of entertainment available to 
me almost every day. All I have to 
do is look out my window towards 
the street where I can see people 
walking and enjoying the fresh 
air. The graceful strides of many 
a walker catches my eye as they 
enjoy their time with one another 
whether they’re with a canine friend, 
neighbor or family member, or 
just by themselves enjoying their 
thoughts.
 
It’s been reported in numerous 
psychology and medical journals 
that walking improves mood, mental 
health and overall health. With 
so many consumers dedicated 
to counting their steps and 
achieving their 10k or more steps 
a day, medical and psychology 
researchers along with the inventors 
of fitness tracking devices must be 
on to something.

Walking certainly is not new, 
so why so much focus on this 
form of exercise? Aside from the 
health benefits, it has become 
my passion as a volunteer to find 
out just how walking, and biking 
for that matter, can garner points 
towards the City of Norcross’ 
Platinum status as a green city. 
But this is certainly not the only 
reason, why I volunteer my time 
for this cause. I like walking, riding 
my bike, and waving to people I 
know or don’t know in passing. I 
like how it makes me feel to join 
forces with people who like to 
also walk and bike and improve 
the community spirit that these 
activities bring.
 
A few months ago I introduced 
myself along with my mission 
to help Norcross achieve 
certification as a ‘Bike Friendly 
and Walk Friendly Community.’ 
The application for the ‘Walk 
Friendly Community’ certification 
is scheduled for submission no 
later than June 15th of this year 
with more details to come in the 
near future.

The Sustainable Norcross Bike/
Ped Committee hosted a tent at 
the June 4th Community Market 
event. Literature regarding walking 
and biking safety (including 
driver’s responsibilities) and the 
city’s proclamation to support a 
‘Bike Friendly and Walk Friendly 
Community’ were available for all 
interested parties. You can catch 
the Sustainable Norcross Bike/Ped 
Committee again at the October 
ArtSplash event.

In the meantime, we will not wait 
until we’re certified to involve the 
community in ‘Walk Friendly and 
Bike Friendly’ activities. Volunteers 
and the public have contributed 
numerous noteworthy ideas 
including:

 • Join forces with Peachtree 
Corners connecting the PIB/
Medlock Bridge/Forum areas,

• Create window decals with the 
initiative’s new logo for businesses 
who would like to be recognized 
for being a local ‘Bike Friendly 
and/or Walk Friendly’ business,

• Host a Halloween Spooky Walk 
in Johnson Dean Forest,

• Earn a t-shirt after a walker/biker 
has patronized a certain number of 
the recognized businesses,

• Paint pathways around town. 
Perhaps different colors, themes, 
or artistic interpretations indicating 
different lengths or points of 
interest along the routes.

There are so many great ideas 
and I look forward to hearing 
them all. I encouraged you to 
contact me with your input at 
sustainablenorcrossbikeped@
gmail.com.

TAKE A STROLL: IT IS GOOD FOR THE MIND, BODY AND SOUL

HOW TO MAKE NORCROSS’ RED, WHITE & BOOM! 
A MEMORABLE FOURTH OF JULY:

While it won’t be hard to have a good time at Norcross’ Red, White & BOOM!, here are a few ways that you can make 
sure it is a memorable Fourth of July:
 
1. Snag a spot at Lillian Webb Park for the BEST view of the fireworks display.

2. Don’t miss out on the festivities or show while looking for a parking space.  Parking will be available at two nearby 
designated churches for $5 with a FREE shuttle running continuously to downtown Norcross.

3. Be the life of the party by not committing a party foul. Please be mindful of other guests by NOT blocking the view. To 
keep the night sky in perfect view of the fireworks, tents and umbrellas are NOT allowed.

4. Remember, Norcross is an active railroad crossing location.  Train tracks are NOT safe for 
firework viewing. 

5. Take your party with you, but only on foot! Open containers are allowed within barricaded 
areas ONLY! 

6. Raise your glasses high and cheers your fellow neighbors with a RED, WHITE & BOOM! 
signature drink!

7. Celebrate one of the best things about America—FOOD! Enjoy fried foods, snacks on a stick, sinful sweet treats and 
the best tasting creations on four wheels—food trucks!

Angel Fire 7
Johny Grace
Tracy’s Tasties
Chay J
Queen of Cream
Dippin Dot Carts
Laser Sporting
Publix Federal Credit Union
K&L Nut House
Festive Eggs
Sandy Candy
Name Rings
Lions Club

THE 2016 RED, WHITE & BOOM! VENDORS:

Shane’s Rib Shack
Tasting Maine
Mix’d Up
Lousanna
Snow Queen Sandwich
Jeanie
T&C Concession Truck
Corn Dogs
Holy Crepe
Tex’s Taco
Bento Bus
Filipino
Grubbin Out

 For more information, visit 
www.aplacetoimagine.com

REMINDER!
Norcross City Hall will be closed 

on July 4th, 2016. 

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY! 

“Walking is 
man’s best 
medicine.”  

-Hippocrates

By: Jolyn Barrow, Chair, Sustainable 
Norcross Bike/Ped Committee



ROUND UP YOUR GIRLFRIENDS FOR 
DISCOVERY GARDEN PARK’S LADIES 
NIGHT OUT 
Date: Tuesday, July 26
Time: 6:30 p.m. 
Location: The Rectory, 17 College Street

Grab your girlfriends and head to the Rectory to mingle with 
friends old and new  and to help collect school supplies. 
Please bring a dish or beverage to share along with an item 
from the list below.

• Backpacks
• Three-ring binders
• Pocket folders
• One-subject notebooks
• Filler paper
• Colored pencils, Markers, Crayons

Per Gwinnett Public School statistics, last year Norcross 
Elementary had 1,191 students enrolled and 1,070 of them 
received free or reduced lunches. This means next month 
a lot of local kids could have a hard time buying school 
supplies. Let’s collect as much as we can!

If you’re unable to attend the Ladies Night Out event, please 
bring your school supply donations to 45 South Cafe from 
July 25-29.

Let us know you are coming!  RSVP by emailing 
deb.ndgp@gmail.com. Don’t forget to invite your friends 
and new neighbors!

BRICKS, PATHWAYS, DISCOVERIES
PHASE 1 RUNS THROUGH JULY 29 - ORDER 
YOURS SOON!

Construction is underway at the Discovery Garden 
Park, and it’s easy to see how the process of adding 
one brick to another can turn an extraordinary vision 
into a “dream come true”. New pathways through the 
garden will soon be laid with commemorative bricks, 
leading visitors to discover new plants, butterflies and 
the colors of the season.

Support the Discovery Garden Park with a gift of 
$50 or more and be recognized on a brick by name 
or with a short inscription. Tribute Brick forms are 
available at the Norcross Welcome Center or by 
contacting Deb Harris at deb.ndgp@gmail.com

JULY 8 – 
BUTCH & THE 
BUCKHEADS

JULY 22 – 
SATIN FINISH

THRASHER PARK 
 7:30 P.M. - 9:30 P.M. July 16th • Laura Coyle

Betty Mauldin Park • 7:30 PM - 9:30 PM

GET TO KNOW 
Administrative Services 

Director (Finance Director)
Karen Slaton-Dixon

With over 23 years of experience in city 
government, Karen Slaton-Dixon brings a 

wealth of knowledge to the City of Norcross 
Accounting Division. As the Administrative 

Services Director, Karen leads the 
department in developing administrative 
and accounting policies and procedures 
for citywide use. In addition, the division 
Karen leads ensures the integrity of the 
city’s accounting and payroll systems 

and provides financial, management, and 
accounting services support to the city 

manager’s office. In this interview, Karen 
discusses her favorite aspect of the job and 

what she enjoys doing when she is 
not crunching numbers. 

Q: What do your job duties entail?
I’m responsible for the finances of the city 
which include budget/accounting, utility 

billing, property taxes, occupational taxes, 
accounts payables, customer service and 

account receivables.

Q: What is your favorite 
aspect of your job?

My favorite part of the job is meeting new 
people and working through the challenges 

within the finance world of city and local 
government.

Q: Why do you enjoy working for 
the City of Norcross? 

I love the people that I work with at 
Norcross and the opportunity the job 

affords me to be able to grow in my current 
position. 

Q: What do you like to do 
in your spare time? 

In my spare time, I enjoy spending time with 
my family, attending various events, reading 
and running. I am currently preparing to run 

the Peachtree Road Race.  

WHO’S YOUR FARMER? 
Georgia Farmers Market Association Shares How to 
Make the Most of Your Next Trip to the Norcross 
Community Market
Shopping at farmers markets is exciting and the Norcross 
Community Market is no exception. Sights, smells and sounds 
tantalize the senses…there is so much to take in!  Shoppers are seen 
picking up their weekly CSA box, snagging a dozen newly laid eggs, 
selecting just picked produce and learning about the secret lives of 
bees from the local honey expert. The Norcross Community Market 
is becoming a fixture in the community. 

With all the buzz, it is easy to feel overwhelmed with so many 
choices. Shoppers may find themselves wondering: What exactly is 
the difference between one tomato versus another? What decisions 
were made in growing my food? Where exactly did my food 
come from? 

What puts farmers markets in a category of their own is that 
shoppers are in complete control.  You are able to have a direct 
conversation with producers and no question is considered off limits. 
As a matter of fact, farmers love to talk about the food they grow! 

So what questions should you ask? 
Values surrounding food are as varied and diverse as this 
community.  A good place to start is with what matters most to you. 
Are you seeking food grown as close to home as possible? Do you 
have a particular eating plan (gluten free, vegan, paleo) that guides 
your food choices? Are their food traditions that you are seeking 
to preserve? Is sustainability important to you? Ask your farmer all 
about it! 

In an effort to help farmers market patrons navigate this discussion; 
the Georgia Farmers Market Association has created a chart of some 
key terms used while shopping. Stop by the GFMA tent and grab 
one during your next visit to the Norcross Community market. 

Growers, like Gwendolyn Washington who operates Phoenix 
Gardens with her husband Brennan, love to chat with shoppers who 
are interested in how they grow their crops. They work hard to grow 
food for Georgia families…including their own!  She feels that by 
educating themselves on how food is produced, shoppers will be 
more likely to feel directly connected.

“When your food is traveling hundreds of miles across the country 
(and sometimes from other places around the world), you have 
no idea who grew it, how they grew it or where it was grown. 
It’s a healthier experience when you know who your farmer is,” 
Washington explained.



NORCROSS COMMUNITY MARKET TO 
CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS IN JULY!
July 16th Norcross Community Market to feature 
fun surprises plus fabulous farm fresh food
 

Norcross Community Market will celebrate Christmas in 
July on Saturday, July 16. Come to the market to see if 
you can spot Santa Claus and Ms. Claus mingling with 
the shoppers for a mid-year check-in for his naughty or 
nice list. You might even get to hear a story or two from 
Jolly Old Santa. More information on Norcross Community 
Market Special Guest “Jolly Old Santa Can be found at 
www.jollyoldsantaclaus.net. 

The Norcross Community Market would like to thank 
the following sponsors and organizers:
• City of Norcross
• Sustainable Norcross
• Georgia Farmers Market Association
• Project Generation Gap
• Norcross DDA
• Advanced Disposal
• Accent Creative Group
• Wholesome Wave Georgia
• Brock Built Homes
• Massage Envy
• JB Realty Partners
• Heaven & Associates CPA
• Lionheart Theater
• Bea and Bob Grossman
• Yarden and Andrew Hixson
 
Sponsorships and donations are still being accepted at 
http://www.norcrosscommunitymarket.com/donate/. 

RECYCLE YOUR FLAG
Has your American flag seen better days? Is it in too bad 
condition to fly proudly anymore? Have you held on to it 
because you did not know how to dispose of it properly?

Well, you are in luck. Sustainable Norcross is collecting 
tattered and torn U S Flags during each week of the 
Norcross Community Market season starting with Opening 
Day Saturday June 4. Just drop your old flags at their tent 
and they will add them to others collected.

At the end of the season the flags made of nylon will be 
recycled by Advanced Disposal as part of their summer 
long Retire Your Flag program. Cloth flags that are 
collected will be burned in a respectful retirement
ceremony conducted by local scouts.

PROTECT YOURSELF, YOUR 
FAMILY, AND COMMUNITY 
FROM MOSQUITOES AND 
ZIKA VIRUS
1. Eliminate standing water in and around your home:
    • Once a week, empty and scrub, turn over, cover,  
      or throw out items that hold water, such as 
      tires, buckets, planters, toys, pools, birdbaths,      
      flowerpots, or trash containers. Check inside and     
      outside your home.
    • Tightly cover water storage containers so that  
      mosquitoes cannot get inside to lay eggs.
    • For containers without lids, use wire mesh with     
      holes smaller than an adult mosquito.
2. If you have a septic tank, follow these steps:
    • Repair cracks or gaps.
    • Cover open vent or plumbing pipes. Use wire     
      mesh with holes smaller than an adult mosquito.
3. Keep mosquitoes out of your home:
    • Use screens on windows and doors.
    • Repair holes in screens.
    • Use air conditioning when available.
4. Prevent mosquito bites:
    • Use an Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)-     
      registered insect repellent with one of the following    
      active ingredients. All EPA-registered insect   
      repellents are evaluated to make sure they are 
      safe and effective.
 - Always follow the product label instructions.
 - Reapply insect repellent every few hours,  
   depending on which product and strength 
   you choose.
 - Do not spray repellent on the skin 
   under clothing.
 - If you are also using sunscreen, apply   
   sunscreen first and insect repellent second.
    • Treat clothing and gear with permethrin or      
      purchase permethrin-treated clothing and gear.
 - Treated clothing remains protective after  
   multiple washings. See product information   
   to find out how long the protection will last.
 - If treating items yourself, follow the product  
    instructions carefully.
 - Do not use permethrin products, intended to  
   treat clothing, directly on skin.
    • Wear long-sleeved shirts and long pants.

* For more information, visit www.cdc.gov/zika

DON’T MISS!
The Ribbon Cutting for Summerour 

Park Soccer Field on July 7th at 9:00 a.m.

NORCROSS ROADWORK UPDATES
City of Norcross Roadway Resurfacing

Please be aware that the City of Norcross Public Works 
Department will be resurfacing the following roadways in 
the coming months: 
• Magnolia Street         
• Lively Street
• Eton Court
• Summerour Street
• Hill Street
• N. Rakestraw Street
• Westberry Lane

Buford Highway Median Project
Buford Hwy from Jimmy Carter to Beaver Ruin – LCI Project, STP-0010-00(330) consists of 1.33 miles of sidewalk 
installation, milling and paving, landscaped median installation and drainage installation. The project also includes, 
but is not limited to, erosion control, maintenance of traffic, grading, excavation, subgrade preparation, sign 
installations and pavement markings. Project scheduled to start in June and and will take approximately one year 
to complete.

ROAD CLOSURE NOTICE FOR GWINNETT COUNTY 
STORMWATER IMPROVEMENTS
North Norcross Tucker Road at Northbelt Parkway will be closed beginning June 27 for up to 60 days for Gwinnett 
County stormwater improvements. Drivers are asked to avoid the North Norcross Tucker Road area. Local residents 
or businesses located along Western Hills Drive and the Sheffield Forest neighborhood may use Jimmy Carter 
Boulevard or Buford Highway. For more information, please visit www.norcrossga.net. 

BEFORE BEFORE BEFORE

AFTER AFTER AFTER



Spectacular
EVENTS 

CITY NUMBERS
Business Licenses 770.448.2122
Community Center 678.421.2024

Court Services 770.448.2173
Economic Development 678.421.2023

Yard Debris Pick-up 678.421.2069
Code Enforcement 770.448.7327

Parks 678.421.2010
Permits & Signs 678.421.2027

Police 770.448.2111
Property Tax 770.448.2122
Street Lights 678.421.2069

Streets & Paving 678.421.2069
Trash/Recycling Pick-up 770.448.2122

Utilities Billing 770.448.2122
Downtown Manager 678.421.2049

PR/Marketing 678.421.2033

JULY 3 - Red, White & BOOM! 
Independence Day, Downtown 

Norcross, 5 - 10 p.m.

JULY 4 - City of Norcross Closed

JULY 5 - City Council Meeting
6:30 p.m., Council Chambers

JULY 8 - Summer Concert Series, 
Butch and the Buckheads, 

Thrasher Park, 7:30 - 9:30 p.m.

    JULY 11 - Movie Monday, Creed 
 Norcross Community Center, 

1:30 & 6:30 p.m.

JULY 22 - Summer Concert Series, 
Satin Finish, Thrasher Park, 

7:30 - 9:30 p.m.

JULY 25 - Movie Monday, 
Star Wars - The Force Awakens 

Norcross Community Center, 
1:30 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.

July 26 - Discovery Garden Park 
Ladies Night Out, 6:30 p.m.

The Rectory

SATURDAYS - 
Norcross Community Market,

9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Lillian Webb Park

*No Market on July 2

JULY 16 - Jazz in the Alley, 
     Laura Coyle, Betty Mauldin Park, 

7:30 - 9:30 p.m.

JULY 18 - Policy Work Session
6:30 p.m., City Hall, 2nd Floor 

Conference Room

HELP KEEP NORCROSS ‘A PLACE TO IMAGINE’: 
The Guide to a Beautiful and Well-Kept City

No Trash in Stormwater Drains No Glass in Recycling Bins

No inoperable vehicles permitted 
on any residential property. Must 

have valid license plate and decal.

Dogs must always be 
on a leash. 

SOLICITORS:
 

If they are not wearing a 
city-issued solicitor’s permit, 

then call the police. 

DUMPSTERS:

Large residential construction 
projects that need a dumpster 
MUST be only a city sanitation 
dumpster through Advanced 

Disposal and not by a 
contractor or other source.


