


s; &; elcome to the City of Norcross’
self-guided tree walk. The historic

downtown area has picturesque rows of
restored narrow brick buildings illuminated by
old-fashioned street lamps and lined with crape
myrtles, dogwoods and inviting benches.
Stately southern pines and magnificent old oak
trees provide a cool, lacy canopy of shade for a
relaxing walk through the Historic District.

The City of Norcross contains a variety of
common and unique trees. This half-mile walk
through the City’s Historic District highlights
some of the species found throughout Georgia.
Of special note, the American EIm tree in Betty
Mauldin Park is the second largest elm in the
state of Georgia.

The following pages contain a map of the Tree
Walk path, as well as a description of each tree
including botanical name, and history of the
species.

TREE CITY USA.

The City of Norcross is a proud member of Tree City USA®. The Tree City
USA® program provides direction, assistance, attention, and national recog-
nition for urban and community forestry programs in thousands of towns
and cities that more than |20 million Americans call home.



City of Norcross
Tree Walk Map

Feet

Legend

@ Trees

. Tree Walk Path

[ Buildings
' Roads

Sidewalks

X< Railroad

- 4 r ~
-~ > Betty Mauldin
“E'-\qa ” - Garden %
5 ark (1) Club

75 150 300

&

Jo
Lillian

Park




1. Willow Oak (Quercus phellos). Deciduous tree commonly found on flat
and low grounds from the coastal plain into the piedmont frequently reaching
90 to 100 feet high with rapid growth and a long life. In the pioneer days, lum-
ber from willow oaks was used to make pulpits, pews, wagon axles and flour
barrels. It is a prolific acorn producer which provides food for game birds,
deer and small mammals.
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2. American Elm (Ulimus Americana).
This was once a common tree found along
city streets in North America, reaching
heights over 100 feet. The American elm
has been devastated in many parts of its
natural range by the Dutch elm disease that
was introduced into the United States on a
shipment of logs from Europe in the 1930’s.
The wood has valuable uses in the furniture
industry. It was once steamed to bend for
wheel hoops and baskets.




3. Pecan (Carya Illininensis). Native to the Mississippi River Valley, this
species of hickory can grow to a height of 100 to 130 feet. This is a very valu-
able tree because of the popular nuts which are used for baking and candies.
Georgia produces over 50% of the pecans produced in the United States. The
word “Pecan” is derived from the Algonquin origin which means “a nut requir-
ing a stone to crack.” It is the only major tree nut that grows naturally in
America.

4. Crape Myrtle (Lagerstroemia indica). This small tree is native to
Southeast Asia but has become a popular addition to southern land-
scapes because of its colorful variety of flowers that bloom in sum-
mer. It is well suited for urban settings due to its long life, pest resis-
tance and ability to withstand drought conditions. To develop a tree
shape, three to five nicely spaced shoots should be selected as the
main trunks.




5. Southern Red Oak (Querrcus falcato). This is a common red oak found in
the southern landscape. It grows 80 to 90 feet tall and has a broad, well-
rounded crown of spreading branches ideal for shading city streets. Furniture,
lumber and flooring are a few of its uses. It also provides acorns for squirrels,
song birds, turkey and quail. The top of this Southern Red oak has been bro-
ken out - probably during a wind storm.

6. Eastern Hemlock (Tsuga Canadenisis). This is a cone bearing tree that
has fruit-like structures with woody scales, each bearing seeds or pollen. The
tree can grow to 100 feet high with a pyramidal head and drooping branches.
It grows natively from Canada down to Georgia in the Appalachian Mountains
at higher elevations. It is a slow-growing tree that may take 250 to 300 years
to reach maturity. Some trees
¥ will live 800 years or more.




7. Black Locust (Rabinia pseudoacacia). This is a fairly short lived tree
reaching 50 to 60 feet tall. A member of the pea family, it is native to the
southeastern United States. The bark of the black locust is poisonous to cattle,
but rabbits sometimes feed on the bark during the winter and songbirds eat the
seeds which are toxic to people. The hardwood is very dense and resistant to
rot. It makes good fence posts, railroad ties and wagon hubs.
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8. American Beech (Fagus grandifolia). This is a relatively
pest-free tree that grows 70 to 80 feet high. Early Americans
used the leaves and extracts from the tree for fabric dyes and
leaves were often used to stuff mattresses. It has an edible
nut about 3/4 inch long that has a triangular shape
maturing in September —October. Wild life read- |
ily consume the nuts, but heavy crops only occur
every 2 to 3 years. i
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This tree is located on private property,
please enjoy viewing the tree from the sidewalk.




9. Red Maple (Acer rubrum). Red maples are found throughout Georgia.
They commonly grow 60 to 90 feet high and have become a favorite ornamen-
tal shade tree because of their rapid growth in a wide range of sites. The fruit
isred to yeIIOW|sh samara, paired with wings 3/4 inch long —ripening in the

== Spring. It one of the first trees to flower in
the spring.

S 10. Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum).
The Sugar Maple is a prized tree for its

| beautiful fall colors which range from
yellow to brilliant reddish-orange. It is
also a source of maple syrup produced in
several New England states. Sap is col-
{ lected by drilling holes into the wood
phloem of the tree and inserting tubes

§ which allow the sap to flow into a col-

=8 lection bucket. Maple wood is used for
_furniture,

& flooring,
4 bowling
alleys,

bowling
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11. Post Oak (Quercus stetlata). This is a medium sized,
slow growing tree that reaches a height of 60 to 80 feet. It is
a white oak, producing an annual acorn crop and very hard,
durable wood which holds up well when contacting soil.
This makes it useful for fence posts and railroad ties. It often
grows on rocky or sandy ridges and handles drought condi-
tions well. The tree is common around old farmsteads in
Georgia.

12. Eastern White Pine (Pinus strobes). This is the largest pine in eastern
North America reaching a height of 180+ feet. The largest remaining tree from
our virgin forest is called the “Boogerman Pine” located in the Great Smokey
Mountains National Park. Indian tribes collected the white, soft inner bark.
The bark was dried and pounded into a flour-like product. The young male
cones were also added to stews
for their sweet flavor.




13. American Holly (Llex
apaca). This evergreen isa
medium sized tree with the
leaves remaining on the
branches for two or three years
before falling in the spring,
when pushed off by growing
buds. If you have a holly that
doesn’t produce berries, it is
likely a male tree. They pro-
vide birds with a late season
source of food when other food
sources are exhausted.

14. Southern Magnolia
(Magnolia grandiflora). This is
an evergreen tree that is native to
the southeastern United States.
The leaves last two years and are
6 to 12 inches long, simple with
smooth margins. They have a
dark green surface that is leathery;
underneath is rusty, bronze with
yellow hairs. Flowers appear in
late spring that are creamy white,
6 to 8 inches wide and fragrant.
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15. Green Ash (Frazinus pennsylvanica). It is a member of the olive
family. The fall color is golden-yellow and one of the first trees to
change color. The seeds are eaten by a number of game and non-
game animals and birds. Green Ash was
used by American Indians for bows and
arrows and is used for furniture today.

¥ Many of the popular guitar companies

¢ use this wood in the construction of the

Hidden Benefits of Yard Work

Need some additional motivation to get out and do some yard work, other than the fact
that it will make your property look nicer? Well, how about improving your health?

Yard work is a great way to build strength and burn calories. According to the Centers
for Disease Control, light gardening or yard work burns approximately 440 calories per
hour, which is more than you burn in the same time period if you walked (280 calories)
or biked (290 calories).

Consider these similarities between yard work and traditional exercise:

Push mowers exercise leg, arm and shoulder muscles.

Digging involves weight lifting, abdominal stretching and squatting.

Digging requires as much energy as aerobics or swimming.

Weeding involves forearm stretches and squatting.

Carrying wood, clearing land, hauling branches or laying sod gives you a workout
equivalent to stationary bicycling.

So get out there, get healthy and make your yard beautiful.
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NORCROSS

a place to imagine

Norcross Municipal Government
65 Lawrenceville Street
Norcross, GA 30071
Phone: 770-448-2122
Fax: 770-242-0824

WwWww.norcrossga.net

Funds for this project were provided by the Urban and Commu-
nity Forestry Grant Program administered by the Georgia For-
estry Commission.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimi-
nation in all its programs and activities on the basis of race,
color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political
beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs). Persons with disabili-
ties who require alternative means for communication of pro-
gram information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and
TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Of-
fice of Civil Rights, Room 326-A, Whitten Building, 14th and In-
dependence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call
202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.

Botanical illustrations are copyrighted by the Arbor
Day Foundation and used with permission

12



