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CITY CENTER EAST REDEVELOPMENT PLAN
AND TAX ALLOCATION DISTRICT MEETINGS

The City of Norcross will hold two public meetings to educate and receive comment from its residents on the City’s first
Tax Allocation District. Both will take place at City Hall, 7:00PM. Thursday, March 5 in the 2nd floor Community Room and
Monday, April 6 in the Council Chambers on the first floor.

Norcross has invested substantial funds and effort to create a shared vision for its future, committing significant planning
and other resources toward the revitalization of its historic downtown. That effort has included construction of Lillian Webb
Park, building a new municipal complex and assembling multiple parcels for eventual redevelopment. The City’s future
challenge is to leverage those already completed improvements to attract new private investment and create a density of
population and economic activity that is necessary to support a commercially successful downtown.

The City’s vision for the Livable Centers Initiative Study Area calls for the introduction of a mix of land uses and
development densities which do not exist in the area today. TAD #1 will help to leverage higher property tax collections
within an area that is substantially under-performing in terms of current value and generation of tax revenues. The housing,
retail and commercial redevelopment proposed for the tax allocation district will substantially increase the existing property
tax digest. This revenue increase will be captured through the TAD mechanism to incentivize redevelopment and help
finance parking decks, stormwater detention and possibly other needed infrastructure improvements.

ARBOR DAY CELEBRATION
A HUGE SUCCESS

On the morning of February 18, a gathering
of citizens, The Tree Board, Mayor Bucky
Johnson and many Summerour Middle students
braved the chilly weather in support of Arbor
Day. Thank you to art teacher, Linn Zamora, for
organizing the flag ceremony and reading of
poems. A tree was planted in KaBOOM park to
celebrate the occasion and will provide much
needed shade for generations to come.

Many thanks to Norcross Elementary art teacher, Bobbie Adamczyk for promoting
Arbor Day with a themed poster contest, “Our TREE-mendous Future.” Finally, thank
you to the 30 or so judges from AFL that chose the winners.

First place: Ephraim Rowell
Second place: Odali Pineda
Third Place: Nelly Perez
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THE MAYOR'S STATE OF THE

CITY ADDRESS

In February, Mayor Bucky Johnson delivered his 7th
annual State of the City address. Norcross First United
Methodist Church graciously hosted the event that was
attended by approximately 150 people including Council
members, many countywide elected officials, City staff, and
citizens.

The evening began with a rolling slide show of beautiful
images that help make up this wonderful city. The Mayor
highlighted many community-building events that took
place in 2014, the strong efforts and accomplishments for
economic development, the incredibly successful Recycling
events that take place twice a year, great partnerships with
the surrounding schools, and more.

Mayor Johnson also presented 7th grader Zachary Golden
with a City Proclamation in recognition for collecting 1,090
books to donate for those less fortunate.

He spoke of our outstanding Police Department. “Overall
the City of Norcross is benefitting from a reduction in certain
crimes. Several factors played a role in these reductions.
The Police Department instituted a crime suppression
team dedicated to addressing critical areas of concern. The

FIRST FRIDAY CONCERT

with Dr. John Kelley.

Elise Witt & Mick Kinney
“Global, Local & Homemade Songs™
with Dub Hudson
(flute, clarinet, tenor sax) and
Ken Gregory (trumpet, trombone, guitar, bass)

March 6+ 7-9 p.m.

ARRIVE EARLY, SEATING IS LIMITED!
RESERVATIONS SUGGESTED.

FREE - OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Pick up your dinner-to-go from one
of the Downtown Norcross restaurants,
bring your favorite beverage
and enjoy a front row seat

dinner theater style!

For further information
call Cate Kitchen at 678-421-2049.

After five successful seasonsin the Village of Stone Mountain,
the 6th annual TRUEBluegrass Music and Dance Festival will be
held in Norcross on March 28 and 29. The festival is a free event.

“We in the bluegrass-old time community felt that the
change was a good move to preserve and present this unique
Appalachian music,” said Jack Sartain, co-producer of the festival

“The Norcross leadership has welcomed the festival as a
partner and the music will be heard all around the town by about
400 bluegrass and old-time players, including Appalachian
instruments such a dulcimers, contra-dancing and demonstrations,” said Sartain.
The Festival is expected to draw about 2,000 folks. Jamming will be a main feature
of the festival and all players at any skill level are urged to attend and just “join in!”
There will be stage bands and contests.

For further information about band participation and other player information
email Becky Lawson at rlawson.SEBA@gmail.com or Jack Sartain jbs5951@aol.com
for sponsorships and promotion opportunities.

Department just completed a camera system encompassing
major intersections leading into the city. Combining
technology with the old fashioned police work is paying off,”
said Mayor Johnson.

A “Top Ten List” of pivotal moments in the City’s history
since 2001 was presented along with a power point of citizens
in action and images of accomplishments citywide, including
SPLOST projects. Mayor Johnson celebrated and applauded
the many folks that make this a strong community and will
take the City of Norcross into an even more successful future.

“I think we're in the right place. | think we’ve got the right
plan. I know we have the right people,” the Mayor concluded.

Look for a video of the Mayor’s complete address on the
City of Norcross’ website soon. "
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. 0‘& NORCROSS CLEAN-
uh UP AND RECYCLING
/"“[ DAY - MARCH 28!

It's that time of the year for Spring Cleaning and we have our Mega Recycling
Day just for you!

SHREDDING EVENT

American Security Shredding will again have their on-site shred truck.
Watch your materials being shredded on the video display monitor - go
green and be secure! This event is open to the public and is FREE. Limited to
5 medium size boxes or equivalent.

Location: Norcross City Hall, 65 Lawrenceville Street, 9am-12pm or until
truck is full.

CLEAN-UP DAY

Throw out anything that’s not a hazardous material (open to City of
Norcross residents only - proof of residency is required).

Location: Public Works Facility at 345 Lively Street, just off Buford Hwy,
8am-3pm. This event is FREE.

ELECTRONICS RECYCLING

Get rid of old cell phones, computers and keyboards without guilt! Atlanta
Recycling Solutions and City volunteers will help you unload. For a complete
list of recyclables visit the City website and look on the flyer. This event is
open to the public.

Location: Norcross Community Center, 10 College Street, 9am-1pm. This
event is free except for televisions which require a $20 fee. Note: We cannot
accept console or projection televisions. CRT Monitors are $5.00.

2015 “CAN” DO FOR HUNGER CAMPAIGN

Donate canned and non-perishable goods for our local food _
bank! We are asking everyone to bring canned or non-
perishable goods to support the 2015 “CAN” Do for Hunger
Campaign. For complete information and what materials are
allowed at each event, please visit www.norcrossga.net and
on the Code Enforcement page under ‘Event News’ :
view the informational flyers. Or contact Philomena
Robertson, Code Enforcement Supervisor at 770-
448-7327 or probertson@norcrossga.net

GREEN ISN'T JUST THE COLOR
OF THE PLANTS

A proposed nature retreat for gardening, education and exploration is
being planned for downtown Norcross. Picture the scene when the proposed
new nature park is complete on the grounds of the Norcross Welcome
Center. You might notice adults engaged in a vertical gardening class at
the outdoor pavilion, see kids watering, weeding and harvesting plants
with local educators in the children’s exploratory beds. Watch neighbors
organically gardening together and students of all ages tracking the progress
of caterpillars and butterflies. What's more, discovery stations, rain barrel
and compost projects will show how well sustainable living can be integrated
into your life - and there’s buzz about a green roof.

Stay tuned for public meeting notices inviting community input as we
discuss the proposed plan in greater detail. For questions, please contact
Deb Wilson Harris at nonijoharris@att.net.

MEET ONE OF THE
FACES OF THE
WELCOME CENTER:

LAURA SMITH

Originally hired
three years ago as
the  Administrative
Coordinator for the
Norcross Welcome
Center and Museum,

Laura Smith'’s job has
evolved into much
more.

With a background in graphic design,
Laura has designed collateral material for
use in the Welcome Center including the
much requested “Tour of Historic Homes”
brochure. You will also see her talent
in various promotional materials and
assisting with events for the Cultural Arts &
Community Center, as well as The Rectory.

“I absolutely love working for Norcross!
Like many visitors, | was delighted to find
out about the hidden gem of Downtown
Historic Norcross,” Laura says. Presently,
she is working with Cate Kitchen and
Gene Ramsay on companion storyboards
for expanding the History Room in
the Welcome Center with histories of
prominent Norcross families.

Laura enjoys learning about hospitality
and event planning and has received
certification as a Gwinnett Tourism
Specialist through Gwinnett Visitor’s
Bureau. Laura adds, “there are so many
different and varied duties involved in the
job, I will never get bored.”

WINS FUSION AW

Congratulations to Anna Balkan, owner of
Anna Balkan Designer Jewelry Gallery on S.
Peachtree St. Anna was the recipient of the
Corporate Arts Award for an Individual at
ArtWorks! Gwinnett Fusion Awards held in
early February at The Aurora Theatre. Well
done!!

NEW HOURS

Currently, the City of Norcross stays open
until 7:00PM on the due date of utility bills.
Beginning in April, the closing time on those
days will be 6:00PM. Please make a note of it.




THE "HOT” SUMMER
CONCERT SERIES
ANNOUNCED

Hey music fans! The 2015 Summer
Concert Series held in Thrasher Park
is just around the corner. The eight
concert series begins in May, however
the coveted reserved tables go on sale
Monday, March 2 at 9:00AM. Over the
years this has become a competitive
event as they sell out very quickly.

A link will be provided March 2 on the
home page of the City website directing
you to a request form. Submission of the
request does not guarantee you a table,
but it is the only way to purchase and
they are assigned on a first come, first
served basis. Individual concerts are $60
per table and if successful, you will be
notified within 5 days. Remember, even if
you do not purchase a reserved table, all
concerts are free and anyone can attend
and enjoy!

SELF-SERVE KIOSK IN
CITY HALL

The City is putting technology to work with
a self-service kiosk that accepts payment for
city utility bills. You still have access to “real
people” in City Hall, but if all you want to do
is pay and go, the kiosk means shorter lines,
resulting in faster service. The kiosk “speaks”
both English and Spanish, a feature the billing
department says has met with “rave reviews.”
This customer service tool now gives citizens
several options for bill paying: online, at the
drive-through, inside City Hall with a staff
person and at the kiosk.

You (LD

CITY NUMBERS
Business Licenses 770.448.2122
Community Center 678.421.2024
Court Services 770.448.2173
Economic Development 678.421.2023
Yard Debris Pick-up 678.421.2069
Permits & Signs 678.421.2027
Police 770.448.2111
Property Tax 770.448.2122
Street Lights 678.421.2069
Streets & Paving 678.421.2069
Trash/Recycling Pick-up 770.448.2122
Utilities Billing 770.448.2122
Downtown Manager 678.421.2049

Bam, Pow, KaBOOM'

The award winning playground
called KaBOOM! is seeking a new
name. And your suggestion could be
the name selected.

In May 2014 over 250 volunteers
from the city of Norcross, Gwinnett
Community Alliance, and Car Max
built an exciting new play venue
on Price Place between the existing
Summerour Middle School and the
new school under construction.
But that is just the tip of the iceberg planned for the area. A different name is
needed to reflect the recreational complex envisioned.

According to Norcross Mayor, Bucky Johnson, “We are very excited to have
the KaBOOM! Playground in Norcross. Itis in an area that we have leased from
the Gwinnett County School System right next to Summerour Middle School.
We plan to add an astro turf soccer field, a concession stand with restrooms
and parking to that area. It would be helpful to easily identify that park area so
that we can inform citizens how they can find it and use it. When Summerour
moves into their new site, the school system plans to build a new elementary
school on the current site so that area is thriving with young children that will
be able to take advantage of the new park.”

So put on your thinking cap and offer up your suggestions for a name. Help
differentiate our KaBOOM! Playground from the over 2,000 others across
America and make it uniquely Norcross. Submit your ideas for a name that
reflects the playground and new city park and recreational complex.

Deadline is March 31. Send to sustainablenorcross@gmail.com. Members of
the city’s Parks and Greenspace Commission will select the top submissions
for Mayor and Council to consider. Be a superhero and help by submitting your
suggestions for a fitting name.

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Mar 2 - Summer Concert Series Tables on Sale! 9:00AM on City website

Mar 6 — First Friday Concert: Elise Witt and Mick Kinney with Dub Hudson, and
Ken Gregory, Cultural Arts and Community Center, 7PM - 9PM

Mar 9 - Movie Monday: Maleficent, Cultural Arts and Community Center,
1:30PM and 6:30PM

Mar 23 - Movie Monday: Hachi — A Dog’s Tale, Cultural Arts and Community
Center, 1:30PM and 6:30PM

Mar 28 — Mega Recycling Day, City Hall (Times vary. See inside for details)

Mar 28 & 29 - TRUEBIuegrass Festival, Thrasher Park and other locations around
the City of Norcross, Sat: 10AM-6PM & Sun: Noon-6PM
SIGN UP FOR EVENT REMINDERS!

Registrese para obtener informacion sobre los eventos locales!

NORCROSS Most events are free and open to the public; for more event info,

a place to imagine visit www.aplacetoimagine.com
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